Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 5
Call to Worship ??
We gather as God’s redeemed to Affirm that: OUR Help is in ... 
 




As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/Son/HS. Amen
 
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #22c  “Amid the Thronging Worshippers”
For our Call to Confession: 1 Corinthians 13

This is a classic passage – which defines Love as an ACTION Verb!  


When you read this passage, you realize just how much of LOVE (REAL Love) has little to nothing to do with how you feel. These are objective actions which you can do whether you feel like it or not! LOVE IS ACTION Based – Not feelings based! But we don’t always remember that do we?






Think of how loving you have been this past week. How often have you used the excuse in your own mind that you didn’t feel like being nice? How often were you unkind, impatient, short suffering and rude?! And that is only a few of the attributes of love! You and I have certainly sinned against our Lord, and must seek His forgiveness once again! Therefore, let's turn to him in a prayer of confession now... asking for His pardon in Christ… Let’s Pray:
Let us rejoice in God’s pardon & grace, as we remain seated & Sing:  #183  “The Lord’s My Shepherd”  + refrain
We come now to our Congregational Prayer
In Malachi 3, God calls on His people to bring the Whole tithe into the storehouse that there would be bread in God’s House – and God promises that we will not be harmed by serving God with our FIRST and BEST! So, IN FAITH,  let us generously obey as we Bring to God His tithes and our additional Free-will offerings! ( Deacons)

Let us continue to worship as we sing: #286
“O Perfect Life of Love” 
Scripture Text:       Philippians 1:27-2:18  (text = 2:12)

Sermon Title:
“The Obedient Fear of the Beloved”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #395
“Church of God, Elect and Glorious” 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
#117 – New Doxology to memorize: “Praise Jehovah All ye Nations” 

Morning Sermon: “The Obedient Fear of the Beloved”


Philippians #15
Text: Philippians 1:27-2:18 
Introduction:
 Do any of you ever work with fondant? I love decorating cakes for birthdays and special occasions… Ever since I was little, I have always liked sculpting with clay and play dough… but now that I am an adult, I find it harder to find time to play with such things! BUT, when the birthday of one of the children comes around, I can always make the time to play with some fondant and make some fun characters or animals for the cake! 


Being a little bit frugal, my wife and I almost always buy white fondant and color it ourselves – because buying the colored stuff is much more expensive! I always find it a bit of hard work to make the right color. I don’t know what you are supposed to use – but I always use normal food coloring and it takes a lot of testing and kneading and folding and kneading and folding to make the color consistent.

It takes a lot of work… and that reminds me of the Christian life! Because it takes forethought and hard work to actively and intentionally follow Christ as His disciples!
Salvation is Free – but Discipleship comes at a cost! You are redeemed from sin and shame thru the gift of faith in Christ alone – at no cost to yourself…. But taking up your cross and following Christ in obedience and gratitude hurts! Paul encourages us in that great work in this next passage within Philippians chapter 2 – vs.12-18 – which we will be looking at over the next several sermons.

(Review) Last week, we celebrated Easter and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ as we looked at Christ’s Reward in vs. 9-11 of Philippians 2. We saw that Easter has nothing to do with bunnies and eggs, but it has everything to do with the glorious resurrection of the Victorious Christ our Savior! And God glorified and Exalted Christ above all, because in the Cross, Christ converts or conquers all! Jesus truly did rise from the dead, which proved His victory over sin, Satan and Death Itself! And for that reason also, God highly exalted Him and recognized Jesus with the greatest reward – the name of Lord – the acknowledgment that Jesus is Jehovah God, the second person of the Trinity – The One true God of the Bible. And every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father! The only question is – will they do so willingly in conversion and faith – or unwillingly under the iron rod of the Conquering Christ?!

Paul continues to argue that point in vs.12-18 ,as He begins to persuade and plead with the Christian brothers & sisters in Philippi to embrace Christ wholeheartedly in all of life! Vs.12-13 is another coffee-cup passage, which is extremely well-known in the Christian community… but I fear that it is far more rarely understood and practiced as God intended! Therefore, we will spend some time on this passage over the next month. 


There is one central theme for this passage vs.12-18:  








True Christians will LIVE their faith in God’s strength as Joyful witnesses for Christ.    
  We will look at the first part of that theme as we explore vs.12 under 3 headings:
 
I. The Beloved Body  
II. The Accountable Obedience
III. The Humble Work-Out 
Let’s begin with:

I. The Beloved Body      
(REPEAT)
Look at vs.12 - READ
 
Paul begins with SO THEN… That is very much like a Therefore! So, Why is it there? To connect what he is about to say with everything that came before. Every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess… So then – Which will it be for you? Will you not bow the knee in obedience to the King of Kings? 





Will you not Trust in and Obey this Glorified Lord Jesus Christ?! That is essentially Paul’s concern in these verses.

Further, Paul makes this a personal appeal to the Philippian Church. He says, So, then, MY BELOVED! This is yet another note of that affection between Paul and this faithful supporting church. Paul loved these fellow believers! And this is not remarkable in the writings of the NT – What is remarkable is the lack of love which is occasionally seen in churches today… I mean, If you were asked to stand and speak to the congregation this morning, could you address one another as My Beloved? My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ… Would that sound right coming out of your mouth? 


For some of you – I think it would! You do clearly love others in the church! For others of you – it would sound downright weird – wouldn’t it?!  Now, that realization might make you a bit defensive – You don’t like that I press or encourage you to love one another. But What does Christ Himself require of you?! You are to love your enemies as much as you love yourself, & you are to love your family and Church MORE than you love yourself! What have we seen recently?! You are not the most important person, Everyone elses’ needs are more important than yours! 
You heard it. You know it… But have you begun to LIVE IT?! 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER! CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER! Open up to one another – SHARE life together. 


Of course, the problem with all of that is the vulnerability. Friendship and Love only happens in the context of weakness! You can’t have a truly close friend or accountability partner without letting them get close to you and that comes at a cost. No one ever said it would be easy – just that it was necessary! You need each other! Discipleship and growth in the faith must take place within the body of Christ. 

And when the Body has love within itself – the whole body is healthy and strong! When the Body hates and attacks itself – or it doesn’t work for the health of itself – there is sickness and pain for all! 

Take my health for example… From high-school onwards I have had an auto-immune disorder where my body attacks itself. Certain parts of my body – my immune system – don’t work properly anymore. Instead of only fighting disease and sickness – my body sometimes attacks my own joints and back, causing pain/inflammation. That isn’t good! AND when the Body of Christ isn’t caring for itself in love, it is sick and needs help! 
You are part of each other in the Church. You are connected together in Christ! 




You are to be loving and beloved within the church. ARE YOU?!

If Not… What will you do about it?  When you recognize that you have done something wrong, you must turn from that sin in repentance, and put your faith in Christ for forgiveness. 








And then you change that behavior to obedience in Christ!
That brings us to our SECOND point:

II. The Accountable Obedience        (REPEAT)
I have been pointing this out to you from chapter one onwards… But Paul repeatedly and actively sought to prompt the Philippian believers to obedience in Christ. He was holding them accountable!


We first looked at this in depth back in vs.27 of chapter 1: There Paul said, “ Only Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ, SO THAT WHETHER I COME AND SEE YOU OR REMAIN ABSENT, I will Hear of you, that you are standing firm... and He goes on to talk of their unity, obedience and faith. He wanted them to remain true to the faith and HE was going to check up on them to make sure they did!

Then again in vs.2 of chapter 2. Paul does the same thing – He argues that the Philippians should obey for His sake if not for any other! MAKE MY JOY COMPLETE by doing what Christ requires! 

And now again in vs.12, Paul argues: My Beloved, Just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence… Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
HE is again holding them accountable. IT is as if he is saying, Whether I am there or not, I will hear and know what is going on… Therefore, for my sake, For Christ’s Sake – humble yourself before the Lord your God in obedience and Faith! 
NOT JUST WHEN I AM LOOKING< but much more when I am not!
It is so common that children obey when Mom and Dad are watching… but when they are distracted on the phone or in the other room – the children begin to get into trouble. Paul is urging these Philippians not to act that way – Don’t just obey when I am there, obey at all times. In fact, obey much more when I am not there – work hard on your faith! AND Evidently, the Philippian church had been faithful while Paul was present, and so he calls them to do what is right even when he isn’t present.
 











IT is a call to consistent obedience.

Furthermore, this call to obedience is connected to vs.27, not merely through the idea of accountability… but also because logically, everything from chapter 1 vs.27 to vs.18 of chapter 2, is an explanation of HOW TO Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ! 











A Life worthy of the Gospel MUST include Obedience!
And Paul argues this from what the Philippians were already doing … I love his argument. He says, So then, My beloved, AS you have ALWAYS obeyed… What is He doing?! He is encouraging them to continue developing their obedience based on their past faithfulness!
I love that… That is one of the most positive ways to encourage someone to excellence. Note what they are already doing right! WE all like to be encouraged that way – but rarely do we do that for others. When you see someone who needs encouragement or even rebuke… start with what they are doing right. We saw this from the very beginning of our series in Philippians in the way Paul prayed for this church. He began with gratitude for what God was doing in their midst!  HE started by counting their blessings! 










And This coincides with the way Paul wrote this letter overall. HE didn’t start by slamming them with warnings. Sometimes that might be necessary, but not as often we do it in our day!
 Instead, Paul started with positive things, and even now, He says, AS you have always obeyed – continue doing so when I am not there. OBEY IN THIS WAY – Work out your salvation with fear and trembling!
And that brings us to our THIRD point:

III. The Humble Work-Out        (REPEAT)
As we start looking at those familiar phrases… PLEASE Understand that they are intimately connected with what has come before! Not only to vs.27 of chapter 1, but also vs.1-11 of Chapter 2!!

Paul has just spent quite some time explaining that if you HAVE salvation in Christ – you will have those 4 things of vs.1: You will have encouragement in Christ, Consolation from the Father’s Love, Fellowship in the Spirit of God and affectionate compassion in the body of Christ! 


And if you have all that, then you must Live for others, not yourself… Living in a sacrificial and humble way… Just like Christ gave up EVERYTHING To live, die and Rise again for sinners! And Christ’s humility led to His exaltation. Therefore, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord – and you will do that willingly in Conversion/Faith, or unwillingly as conquered subjects underneath Christ’s Rod of Iron!

SO PLEASE, do so in Faith! Work out your salvation with FEAR and TREMBLING!! Learn the lesson of the Conquering Christ – HE deserves your Fear and Respect!


Next week, I plan to dissect vs.12 and 13 Word by Word to dig into the depths of how this applies in detail. However, for now… understand the command in its context!




This is a passionate Plea to make your FAITH REAL in your life.

Now, I have touched on this several times in recent weeks, and this morning, I believe I need to be as absolutely clear as possible. There are many unsaved people out there who think they are Christians. Not just in other churches, but probably sitting here this morning as well: People who profess Christ with their mouths but not with their deeds. 


God has told us that by their fruits you will know them. If your heart is true – then you will bear True Fruit! An Apple Tree cannot bear thorns, nor can a thorn bush bear figs! A Christian will act like Christ, and a Pagan dressed up like a Christian will act Pagan! What do your actions tell you about your faith?! Is it real or counterfeit?!


Now for those of you keeping count, this is at least the 3rd sermon in the last month where I have given this kind of challenge. And you may be getting sick of it! 








Perhaps you are wondering: Why would you call us to question our faith?! Because consider the other side of the coin. What kind of a sadist would I be, if I were to overlook your inconsistent lifestyle, and allow you to go on your merry way to HELL! 

ETERNAL LIFE AND ETERNAL DEATH are on the line here! You may not want to hear this – but if you do not have any real desire to seek and serve the Lord in your life – then you probably are not a Christian! IF the things of the Lord are cold and boring… a distraction or annoyance for Sunday morning… Then you are probably unsaved! True Faith in Christ – SAVING FAITH – comes from a transformed heart! 
A HEART which recognizes that you are a sinner in need of a Savior! 
A HEART which recognizes that you cannot be saved by your actions…

A HEART That rests completely on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
And such a heart will then long to be like its Savior!

Does that describe the condition of your heart?! 

IF NOT – Repent and Believe!!
IF that does describe the condition of your heart, rejoice in the Lord your King – exalted in glory on High!






REJOICE, and THEN Live for Him with all your heart!

In humble AWE and RESPECT, Work out your salvation into every aspect of life… 





Not trusting in your own actions – but in the saving power of Christ at work within you!





And To God be the Glory. 
AMEN.
